BOOKER T, WASHINGTON

added usefulness. The election shows to what a great
height you have already lifted the character of American
citizenship. Before you leave the White House I am
sure that the whole South will understand you and love
you.

God keep you and bless you.

Yours most sincerely,
[Signed]   BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
To President Theodore Roosevelty White House, Washington.

President Roosevelt expressed great appreciation of
this letter and said that Mr. Washington had taken the
election in just the,way he would have wished,him to take
it.

About two years later Mr. Washington wrote President
Roosevelt another letter which throws light upon the rela-
tions between the two men as well as upon the illogicality
of racial prejudice;

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama,
June 19, 1906.

MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: It will interest you to know
that the Cox family, over whom such a disturbance was
made in connection with the Indianola, Miss., post-office,
have started a bank in that same town which direct and
reliable information convinces me is in a prosperous condi-
tion. The bank has the confidence of both races. It is a
curious circumstance that while objection was made to this
black family being at the head of the post-office no objec-
tion is made to this black man being president of a bank
in the same town.

A letter just received from a reliable banker in Miss-
issippi contains the following sentences:
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